BASIS BRIEF

B Broadening Access and Strengthening Input Market Systems

Number 13 October 2002

THE BASIS CRSP PrRoGRAM:
AN OVERVIEW

by M ember sof BASI SCRSP basis-me@facstaff.wisc.edu

Seeking rural prosperity

BY HELPING MAKE MARKETS WORK FOR ALL,
BASISCRSP seekstoimprovethequality of life
for peopleinrura aressof the developingworld.
With acutting edge and innovativeresearch
program, BA SIS producesimpactsthroughits
publications, training, education, capacity
building, andinformed policy recommendetions
that help facilitate broadly based and sustainable
economic growth.

M ore and more people around theworld face
hunger and malnutrition even asfood supplies
areabundant. Aid programsthat deliver food for
emergencies can be of short-term benefit, but
thereremainsacritical needto prevent more
peoplefromfalling into poverty and to find ways
for those who already are poor to escape

poverty permanently.

Strategiesfor accumulating and protecting
assetsareimportant. Also there must be sound
strategiesfor recovering from disasterssuch as
drought, war, and HIV/AIDS, avoiding the
degradation of one’sown resources and those

Rural prosperity is the BASIS CRSP goal.
(Photo by A. Peter Castro.)

shared with others, and participating in theinstitu- Solutionsare not assimpleaslinking the poor to rural
tionsthat manage resources and other assets. BASIS factor markets. Often these marketsare missing or
seeksto providethese strategiesthrough acoherent imperfect, leaving non-market ingtitutionsand rulesto
research program that addresses abasic cause of chronic broker resource allocation and access. Missing and
poverty: lack of access or unequal accessto factors of imperfect factor markets often underlie problemsof food
production such asland, water, labor, and finance, aswell insecurity, poverty, and unsustainablegrowth. Insuchan
asto services, information, and market opportunities. environment, arura househol d’ s ability to access,
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accumulate, and effectively utilizeresourcesiscon-
strained, and people often resort to unproductive accumu-
lation strategies. Increasing numbersof householdsfind
themselves unabl e to respond to economic opportunities
that emergewhilealso lacking effective strategiesfor
coping with economic downturns, disasters, and changes

brought about by palitical, socid, or economic restructuring.

Methodsfor helping therural poor often areregionaly
specific, yet lessonslearned inoneareamay infact provide
key elementsto solutionsin other areas. A well-balanced
examination acrossregionsof rural factor marketsand
their rolein enhancing or constraining growth caninform
policy that seekstofoster rural economiesinwhich growth
isasustainablefoundation for broad rural prosperity.

Developing innovative solutions

In 1996, the United StatesAgency for International
Development (USAID) launched BASI S—acollabora
tiveresearch support program that examinestheinterac-
tionsand inter-relationships of land, water, 1abor, and
financid factor markets and theimpactsof policy or
policy reformin hel pingimproveaccessto and efficiency
of factor markets. Phase| of the program endedin
September 2001. At that time, USAID awarded the
University of Wisconsin-Madison an additional five-year
grant to extend the research to 2006.

BASISPhasell iscomprised of individua research
projectsin multipleregionsof theworld designed to have
policy impact both locally and globally. The projects
emerge from acompetitive processthat selectsthetop
proposal ssubmitted in responseto acall for work on
pressing global constraintsto growth. Projectsare
intended first to understand the congtraintsto devel opment
andthentodeliver innovativeand creative policy solutions.

Although each project focuses on acountry or aregiona
context, BASISlooksfor lessonsand policy innovations
that can beapplied worldwide. Initiadly, thefollowingfive
primary research projectswere supported; each runs
threeyearsand recelves approximately $200,000 per
year in corefunds.

1.Input Market Constraintsupon the Growth of
Russian Agriculture: Land, Labor, Capital, and other
Inputsunder Alternate Economic Reform Policies

2.Ingtitutional Innovationsto I mprove Equity Sharing
under Privatization and Farm Restructuring:
Helping Land Reform Beneficiaries Gain Accessto
Land and Financial Resourcesin Central Asiaand
SouthernAfrica

3.Institutional Dimensionsof Water Policy Reform
in Southern Africa: Addressing Critical Water-Land
Intersectionsin Broadening Accessto Key Factors of
Production

4.Rural Markets, Natural Capital, and Dynamic
Poverty Trapsin East Africa

5.Assets, Cycles, and Livelihoods: Addressing Food
Insecurity intheHorn of Africaand Central America

Threesmaller projectswere added in 2002.

6.Credit Reporting Bureaus and the Deepening of
Financial Servicesfor theRural Poor in Latin
America

7.TheSructureand Performanceof Rural Financial
M arketsand theWelfareof the Rural Poor:
A Comparative Study in Peruand Mexico

8. TheLong-Run Effects of Accessto Financial
Services on Asset Accumulation, Economic
Mobility, and the Evolution of Wellbeing:
Revisting Agricultural Commercidizationin Bukidnon,
1984-2003

Together, these eight projectstarget imperfectionsin
factor marketsand other resource all ocation institutions
that result in thefollowing constraintsto broadly based
and sustainable growth:

Global Constraint 1: I neffectiveagricultural
resourceusein post-reformeconomies

Global Constraint 2: Unsustainable use of
environmentally sensitive resources

Global Constraint 3: Poverty and food
insecurity traps

Asdetailed below, each BASI S project addresses one or
more of these congtraintsininnovativewayswiththe
god of providing policymakerswith solutionsin specific
regionsfor specific populationswhilea so establishing
and maintai ning adia ogue among researchersand
policymakersthat allowsfor synthesisacrossregionsand
abroader understanding of the constraints.

Glaobal Constraint 1: I neffectiveagricultural
resour ce use in post-reform economies

In many regions, aknowledge basefor understanding
how factor market constraints stunt and misshape
economic growth doesnot exist. In eastern Europe and
central Asia, research based on aggregate statistics
reveals poor post-reform performance; however, detailed
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farm and market-level studieshaveyet to be undertaken
that would identify the specific constraintsunderlying
disappointing macroeconomic records.

BASISProject “Input Market Constraintsupon the
Growth of RussanAgriculture” isproducing reliable
information on the progress, performance, and constraints
toreform. Today, in Russia, many farm laborersfind it
nearly impossibleto sustain alivelihood, let loneto
redlizeaprofit that might allow for investment intheir
farming enterprise or smply asabuffer against future
crises. Asmuch as80% of thelargeformer collective
farmsmay beinsolvent. Datasuggest that the smaller
privatefamily farmsthat sprang up inthe past decade
may be more efficient yet nonethel ess have widespread
problemsof unprofitability.

Certaininputslikefertilizer

prevent Russian agriculturefrom functioning efficiently
and profitably. Thegoal istoidentify themost critical
constraintsupon which policy should focus.

IN somE REGIONS, knowledge about how factor market
constraints stunt and misshape economic growthiswell-
developed. Thechallengeisto consolidate and usethis
knowledgeto find coherent policy reform models.

BASISProject “Institutional Innovationsto I mprove
Equity Sharingunder Privatization and Farm Re-
structuring” buildson established knowledge about the
constraintsthat limit effective resource use by smallhold-
ers. During periodsof political and economictrangtion,
rural peopleoften areunable
to useland resources produc-

and fuelsmay be overabun-
dant on someof thelarger,
former cooperativefarmsand
thereforego to waste, while
these samevaluableinputs
areunavailabletothesmall,
privatefarmers. A shortage
of skilled labor and an
oversupply of unskilled labor
throughout theagricultural
sector might also contribute
to theunprofitability of farms.
Yet policiesthat increase
productivity, output growth,
and farmincome must at the
sametime account for the

impact on peopl€e'slives.

tively. In somecountries
trangtioning away from
collectivefarms, it may not be
feasibleto privatizeland and
other assets; therefore, many
peoplefind themselvesas co-
owners of these resources.
Such enterprisesface enor-
mous constraintsto growthin
theKyrgyz Republic, where,
for example, aplant that
producesfruit juice may not
be ableto obtain credit to
purchasebottlesin order to
distributethefinal product.
Thisisbecause many busi-
nessesremain heavily
indebted to the state, whileat

Atthecoreof theBASIS thesametimetheownersare
prOJeCtl?]I?USS'aLlsamqor Field interviews of households help BASIS wary of taking on extra
survey'o armsthat gener- gather data on land use. This interview took investors asameans of
atesprimary dataabout the place in a rural community near Addis Ababa. raising capita

dtuation. Theproject brings
together ateam of leading

(Photo by Michael Roth.)

SouthAfricatooisstruggling

expertsfrom Russia, the

United States and other

countriesto debate hypotheses about the state of land,
labor, input, and financial marketsin Russian agriculture
and to devisewaysthe survey can produce moreconsis-
tent and accurateinformation. Collaboration of thisdepth
andat thislevel, particularly on palitically sensitiveissues
such asland resources and agricultural output, already
representsasignificant impact. Analytical methodsbeing
devel oped by the collaborating researcherswill help
quantify the extent to which factor market constraints
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withland reforms, though

clearly theeconomicand
historical context isvery different fromthat foundinthe
Kyrgyz Republic. Nonethel ess, South Africahas seen
some successeswith farm worker equity schemes, and
thesemay provide useful lessons. When afarmworker
sees benefitsto exchanging hisor her cattlefor equity
sharesor even land from afarmowner, such an incentive
can contributeto the overall reform effort of redistribut-
ing farmland and weal th and improving agricultural
production. Identifying theinstitutional practicesthat best

3



allow individual sto successfully co-own enterprisescan
highlight directionsfor facilitating reform and redi stribu-
tion effortsin many countriesand regions.

TheBASISproject’s case studieson enterprisesinthe
Kyrgyz Republicand South Africaareyieldinginformation
on best practices behind successful attemptsto shareand
co-own resourcesthrough equity schemes. The project will
apply these best practicesto the design or redesign of
oneor more equity sharing enterprisesthat will bea
model for ng how organizationa and ingtitutional
innovations can improve performance, measuring not only
financia health but aso environmentd sustainability and
theempowerment of disadvantaged groups. Analysiswill
reinforce understanding of the specific practicesthat
positively impact performance of thistype of enterprise.

Global Constraint 2: Unsustainable use of
environmentally sensitive resour ces

M anagement of natural resources may become subject to
ingtitutional dissonance or incoherence. Contemporary
policy discourse centerson two narratives. one of
economic efficiency and one of democratic participation.
In effortsto achievethese goals, many governmentshave
decentralized the management of natural resourceswithin
their countries. Rather than leading to more efficiency
and democratization, however, thisrestructuring in some
cases hasled to increased tension, conflict, and misuse of
resources.

BASISProject “I nstitutional Dimensionsof Water
Policy Reformin Southern Africa” exploresthis
stuationwherepolicy toward river basin management is
subject to sometimes conflicting ingtitutional impulses
toward both economic efficiency and democratic partici-
pation. In some southern African countries, management
responsibility over akey natural resource—water—is
being shifted from governmentsto multipleusersinthe
private sector. Formal irrigation schemesare being
transferred to farmers organized into water user associa-
tions, putting moreresponsibility into the handsof indi-
viduas. Meanwhile, “informa” irrigationisestimated to
cover even more areathan theformal schemes. In both
theformal and informal irrigation schemes, water isa
scarcefactor of production and competition over itsuse
and control isincreasing. Inthisatmosphere, social status
and power rel ationswithin thecommunity may give
unfair advantagesto some users.

InMalawi, asmallfarmer can greatly benefit by havinga
plot near ariver or streambed, and yet theway he or she
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usesthewater and theland it irrigates may beincompat-
iblewith another farmer nearby. In the new decentralized
environment, there may be no clear way to avoid disputes
or resolvethem equitably. Infact, theremay bemultiple,
overlapping ingtitutionsand policiesgoverning thesitua-
tion. Policymakersneed afuller picture of how proposed
land and water policesinteract and affect efficient,
sustainable, and equitable use of resources.

TheBASISproject in southernAfricaisfinding that
conflict dueto problemsof accessto credit, pricing,
unspecific boundaries, and incons stent and overlapping
reformsmay beincreasingin the decentralized atmo-
sphere. Also, in certain regions, the new policies have not
accounted for traditional descent and residence patterns.
BASISisproviding better understanding of where
policiesthat weredrafted separately may need to be
reconciled. Theproject dsoisdetailing theextent to
which management institutions can assure sustainability
of the natural resource basewhileremaining faithful to
democratic participation andinclusion.

THE SAME FACTOR MARKET and resource allocation
constraintsthat inhibit productive useof agricultural
resources also may constrain the use of environmental ly
sensitive resources. In post-reform environments,
sustaining the productivity of natural resourcesmay
requiresignificant investment and trading off current
wellbeing for futurewel Ibeing. Also, anindividua’suseor
misuse of theresourcedirectly affectsotherswho
depend on the sameresource.

BASISProject “Rural Markets, Natural Capital, and
Dynamic Poverty Trapsin East Africa” exploresthe
hypothesisthat missing financial marketscontributeto a
poverty trap that makesit difficult for poor householdsto
accumul ate productive assetsand improvetheir livelihood
over time. Most of thevery poorest peoplethroughout the
world must sustain themsel vesthrough agriculture. For
many, poverty isnot atemporary situation but an enduring
trap. Lacking strategiesto escape poverty, people often
resort to farming techniquesthat degradethe very
resources upon which they depend, thusamost eliminat-
ing any hopefor gaining investment opportunitiesneeded
to escapethese conditionsand improvethe productivity

of their land.

In central Kenya, teafarmershave opportunitiesto obtain
fertilizersthrough acredit-in-kind systemwith tea
processors. Therefore, thesefarmersareablenot only to
keep productivity high but asoto maintain soil quality.
Many coffeefarmersin theregion do not havethe same
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credit opportunitiesand would liketo shift from coffee
production into something currently moreremunerative,
such asteaor dairy. Yet such ashift requiresaninitial
investment and knowledge of how to make the new
opportunity productive. Farmerswho lack the cash or
knowledge areforced to continue growing coffeewithout
inputssuch asfertilizerswhileinexorably depleting the
valueof the soil. Situations such asthese challenge
policymakersto find waysfor peopleto avoid the
downward spiral of poverty and resource degradation.

Once caught inthistrap, householdsmay havelittle
choicebut to deplete soilsand otherwise draw down the
natura resource basesimply in order to surviveday by
day. By collecting acombination of quantitativeand
quditativedata, BAS| Siscreatingamulti-dimensional
picture of househol dsthat are vulnerableto cyclesof
poverty and resource degradation. Thegoal isanalyze
these dataon welfare dynamicsto explore how these
relateto associated changesin soil quality and land and
livestock productivity. BASI S sanalysiswill provide
policymakerswith theinformation needed to help small-
holderssustain their resource base.

Global Constraint 3: Poverty and food
insecurity traps

Itisincreasingly clear that thereare persistently or
chronically poor people caught in poverty trapsfor whom
the passage of time offersno relief. Itisonething to
make marketswork better for thelesswell-off inthe
short term. It iseven more powerful to make markets
work so that people can usetimeto enhancetheir assets,
capabilities, and food security.

Inadditiontotargeting Globa Constraint 2, BASIS
Project “Rural Markets, Natural Capital, and Dy-
namic Poverty Trapsin East Africa” also confronts
theissue of how missing financia marketsand thefixed
costsof investment create poverty traps. Investment
opportunitiesthat offer poor peoplethechanceto
improvetheir livelihoodsover time arethemselves subject
to significant fixed costs. Thelack of financial marketsto
hel p poor peoplereach thecritical minimuminvestment
sizemeansthat househol ds may become stuck in unprof-
itable savingsand investment strategies.

BASIS spreliminary analysisof the datacollected
suggeststhat vertically integrated systemsenablesmall
farmersto transition into moreremunerative situations,
larger farmsare better ableto take advantage of emerg-
ing opportunities, and resource accessiskey in places
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wherecrucia inputs cannot be obtai ned through market
mechanisms. TheconnectionsBASI Shasestablished with
loca and national policymakershavealloweditto begin
to effectively deliver preliminary findingson issuesof
education, output market structure, resource access, and
farmsizeasit relatesto accessto marketsand profitability.

WHEN HouseHoLDs Face ashared “shock,” the prices of
productive assetstend to move with household income so
that whenincomeislow, asset pricesalso arelow. Inthis
circumstance, and in the absence of insurance markets, it
isdifficult for ahousehold to copewith shocks by
drawing down on stocks of the productive assets. For
poor peoplewho are exposed to subsistencerisk, their
only viablestrategy may beto build up buffer stockseven
though therates of return on such stocks can bevery low
or even negative, asin the case of grain stores. Poverty
isthusreproduced over timeby low wealth and by low
realized returnson wealth. Aswhen therearelargefixed
coststoinvestment, theresult of missing financial
markets may be poverty traps.

BASIS Project “Assets Cycles, and Livelihoods’
focusesontheroleof shocksin creating poverty traps
and exploreswho gets caught in risk-induced poverty
traps. Partly asaresult of increasing poverty, nearly 40%
of agricultural land throughout theworld now isserioudy
degraded. Thisproblemisgrowingin many areas,
especialy inareasof Africaand central America.
Natural disasterssuch asdrought and hurricanes,
common intheseregions, can further depleteresources
and the meager assets and savings of those who depend
on them. Severefood insecurity isagrave danger in
regions proneto these climatic shocks.

A drought in Ethiopiaisnot an unusual occurrence, yet
what isalarming isthefact that few of therural poor find
waysto copewith these conditions. A hurricane can be
asdevastating asdrought, yet in thewake of Hurricane
Mitch, rura communitiesin Hondurasseemto have
better opportunitiesto avoid being trapped in poverty asa
result of the shock. A Honduran household'srelatively
good accessto factor marketsa ong with more nonfarm
opportunitiesfor generating income contributestoits
ability to recover. Studies of communitiesin regionsprone
to shocks can document the rel ationship between factor
marketsand the differing ability of householdsto recover
from cyclesof shocksand accumulation.

BASI Sbuildson extensive quantitative househol d panel
datasetsfrom Ethiopia, Kenya, and Hondurasthat
document both shocks and patterns of asset accumulation
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and deaccumulation over time periodsin which house-
holds have suffered severe climatic shocks. Matching
these quantitative datawith careful qualitative exploration
of the household cyclesof shocksand accumulationis
leading to aunique understanding of therolerisk playsin
keeping poor househol ds poor in theface of imperfect
factor markets. Thegoal istofind waysfor these
househol dsto avoid dependency uponrelief aid and
instead find viable methodsfor retaining assetsand
improving accessto marketsasthey recover from natural
disasters such asdroughtsor hurricanes.

IN OcToBER 2002, BA SIS funded three new research
projectsthat add adimensionto BASIS swork onthe
global congtraintsto growth, and will increaseknowledge
about rural finance marketsand their linksto other factor
markets. The projectsalso deepen BASIS swork in
LatinAmericaand Asia. Thefirst two projectshelp
BASISaddressGlobal Constraints1 and 3. Thethird
project addsto understanding of Global Constraint 3.

BASISProject “ Credit Reporting Bureausand the
Deepening of Financial Servicesfor the Rural Poor
inLatin America” analyzeshow the emergence of
credit reporting systems might overcomethe poor’s
reluctanceto leverage meager assetsin order togain
accessto capital. Thegoal of theproject isto help guide
best practicesin thelegal and regulatory formulation of
credit reporting systems by anticipating how these
systemswill transfer accessto credit for different classes
of borrowersand how they will affect competition among
rural credit lenders.

BASISProject “ The Sructureand Perfor mance of
Rural Financial Marketsand the Welfareof the
Rural Poor” investigatesthe degreeto which recently
liberalized rural financial marketsin Peru and Mexico
meet the needs of therural poor. The project will deliver
an assessment of theimpact financial market accesshas
on household welfare, production decisions, and the ability
to accumul ate assets over time.

BASIS Project “TheLong-run Effectsof Accessto
Financial Serviceson Asset Accumulation, Eco-
nomic M obility, and the Evolution of Wellbeing”
studiesthedifferential effectsof credit constraintson
househol dsexposed to commercid agricultureand those
relying onfood crop production. Thegoal isto understand
how accesstorural financial servicesaffects patterns of
physical and human capital accumulation, economic
mobility, and wellbeing over along period of time.

Washing corn to make tortillas. Unlike this
household in rural El Salvador, most rural poor
are unable to access credit for investment in
either farm and nonfarm endeavors. New
BASIS projects study factors that encourage
or prevent poor households from participating
in rural financial markets.

(Photo by Danielle Hartmann.)

COMBINED, THE EIGHT PROJECTS in the BASIS research
program provide amulti-faceted picture of the constraints
to growth intherural sector. Already, BASIS hasbegun
delivering findingsthat will help bolster policy solutionsto
remove, relax, or avoid those constraints.

Delivering impact

TheBASISgoal istofindwaysfor peopleintherural
agricultural sector to realize prosperity. Thefoundation by
which BASIS can beginto reach thisgoal isitscompre-
hensive and innovative research program that attemptsto
overcomethreeglobal constraintsto growth. Fromthis
foundation, the method for achieving rural prosperity isto
connect theresearch findingsto key audiences of host
country policymakers, international policymakers, andthe
globa academic community. With the understanding that
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researchisonly aseffectiveashow findingsare
communicated, BASISusesarange of methodsfor
ddivering resultsand recommendationsthat strengthen
existing policiesor lead to new palicies.

At the core of each projectisastrong collaborative
relationship between principal investigatorsfromthe
host country and the United States. Thisallowed
BASISto create animpressive network of some of
the best academic institutionsin the US and abroad, as
well asdrawing into the program “ action groups” of
key ingtitutions and organizationsthroughout theworld
that haveadirect influenceonlocal policy.

Immediate outputs already being generated comein
theform of background papers, small seminars,
education, training, and policy dialogue. BASIS
projectsaretraining enumerators and graduate
students, conducting study toursand workshops, and
providing classroom and other typesof education.
Since 1996, BASI Shasprovided short-termtraining
to over 1,300 individual sand supported degree
trainingfor 62 BA, MA, and Ph.D. students. Inthis
way, BASISengagesand strengthensthe skill s of
thoseresponsiblefor designing and implementing
policiesin particular contexts.

Inthe past six years, BASI S has produced morethan
250 outputs. BA S| Sresearchers contributeto the
academicliteraturethrough peer-reviewed journas,
books, and papers presented at their professional
conferences. BA S| Sresearch appearsnot only intop
international journasbut alsoinregional and local
journas, with theresult that BASI S contributesto
strengthening the academic communitiesin countries
whereit works.

BASI Sfindings, both thelonger, academic outputs
and the shorter, policy-oriented outputs, are made
widely availableto alarge audience of researchers
and policymakers. Theongoing seriesof BAS'S
Briefsisanimportant tool for policymakersinforming
policy intheir country or region, aswell asfor those
responsi blefor setting the overall tone of devel opment
policy—including USAID, theWorld Bank, the Food
andAgriculture Organization, the United Nations,
regiona development banks, and other donors. Each
BASISproject produced aninitial Brief that summa-
rized aparticular research problem and waysthe
project will addressit. Briefsin the coming yearswill
continueto deliver findings, identify important policy
implications, and suggest directionsfor further research
or policy formulation both at thelocal and global level.

BASIS Brief

BASIS Briefs in 2002

No. 5. “Building Assets for Sustainable Recovery and Food
Security,” by Peter D. Little, Abdel Ghaffar M. Ahmed,
Michael Carter, Michael Roth, and Workneh Negatu.
January 2002.
http://www.basi s.wisc.edu/live/basbrief05. pdf

No. 6. “Poverty Traps and Resource Degradation,” by
Christopher B. Barrett, Lawrence E. Blume, John G.
McPeak, Bart Minten, Festus Murithi, Bernard N.
Okumu, Alice Pell, Frank Place, Jean Claude
Randrianarisoa, and Jhon Rasambainarivo. January 2002.
http://www.basi s.wisc.edu/live/basbrief06.pdf

No. 6-F. “Le piege de la pauvreté et |la dégradation des
ressources,” par Christopher B. Barrett, Lawrence E.
Blume, John G. McPeak, Bart Minten, Festus Murithi,
Bernard N. Okumu, Alice Pell, Frank Place Jean Claude
Randrianarisoa, et Jhon Rasambainarivo. Octobre 2002.
http://www.basi s.wisc.edu/live/basbrief 06f . pdf

No. 7. “Constraints to Growth in Russian Agriculture,” by
Bruce Gardner and Eugenia Serova. January 2002.
http://www.basi s.wisc.edu/live/basbrief07.pdf

No. 8. “Innovating Institutions to Help Land Reform
Beneficiaries,” by Mike Lyne and Michael Roth, with
assistance from Malcolm Childress and Roman
Mogilevsky. February 2002.
http://www.basi s.wisc.edu/live/basbrief08.pdf

No. 9. “Promoting Equitable Access to Water Resources,”
by Bill Derman, Anne Ferguson, and Pauline Peters.
February 2002.
http://www.basi s.wisc.edu/live/basbrief09.pdf

No. 10. “Helping Disadvantaged South Africans Access the
Land Market: Past Performance and Future Policy,” by
Mark Darroch and Mike Lyne. March 2002.
http://www.wisc.edu/Itc/live/basbrief 10.pdf

No. 11. “Land Redistribution in Namibiaand Zimbabwe,”
by Ben Fuller, George Eiseb, L ovemore Rugube, and
Walter Chambati. August 2002.
http://www.wisc.edu/ltc/live/basbrief 11.pdf

No. 12. “Gender and Broadening Access to Land and Water
in Southern Africa,” by Pauline E. Peters and Anne E.
Ferguson, with input from Mark Darroch, Bill Derman,
Ben Fuller, Francis Gonese, Michael Lyne, Wapu
Mulwafu, Joel das Neves, Ragan Petrie, and Lovemore
Rugube. August 2002.
http://www.wisc.edu/Itc/live/basbrief 12.pdf

No. 13. “The BASIS CRSP Program: An Overview,” by
BASIS CRSP. October 2002.
http://www.basi s.wisc.edu/live/basbrief13.pdf
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Another method by which BASIS communi-
catesfindings, especialy to policymakers, is
through outreach activities. Two targeted
policy conferencesweresolicited by USAID
andwill beheldin2003.

The*Workshop on Land Policy, Admin-
istration and M anagement in the English
Speaking Caribbean,” heldin March, will
helpidentify and devel op effectiveland
policiesand investment programsfor the
region. Through aforumthat allowsthemto
share practical experiences, stakeholderswill
then usetheworkshop to seek practical
waysto trand ate broadly agreed upon
principlesinto feasiblenationa policiesthat

agricultural strategy and programming
guidance. In addition, the US Government
hascommitted itself to halving world poverty
by theyear 2015. Reassessing USAID’srole
inagricultureand rurd finance could play a
critical roleinachievingthisgod.

Thesetwo outreach activitiesare precursors
to the comprehensive globa BAS SPolicy
Conferencesthat will beheld after the
research projectshave completed their third
year of work. Each policy conferencewill be
amagjor, international forum bringing together
theentirerange of BASISaudiences. The
conferenceswill provide opportunitiesfor
capturing commonalitiesand innovations

respond to specific among theprojects
problemsinthe and thusbegin the
region. process of synthe-
“PavingtheWay BASIS CRSP Lessons Learned xlirgzgtpi)(r;ach&sto
Forward: An Policy Conferences '
International Theconferenceswill
Conference on 2004: Cut acrossregions

Best Practicesin
Rural Finance” will

“ Combating Persistent Poverty in
Sub-Saharan Africa”

and projectsto draw
out theglobal policy

beheldinJuneto 2005: implicationsof
provideoperationd “ Property Rights for Productive BASISresearch.
conclusionsonthe Land Use” TheBASISDirector,
necessary policy USAID representa-
environmentsand 2006: tive, and principa
infrastructural “ Agricultural Policy Reform Sequences investigatorsfrom
supports, achieve- for Transition Economies’ each project will
mentsof financia havejoint ownership
inditution over theconferences,
sudtainability, and each of which will

innovationintechnologiesfor rural financiad
sarvices. Theconferencewill provideaforum
to debate thelatest conceptsand current
knowledge of rura financial marketsand will
culminatein donor and practitioner guidelines
for policy and devel opment.

A rurd financereview isparticularly timely
and relevant for USAID, which recognizes
that rural areasarecritical for sustained
economic growth and socia stability in
developing and trangitional economies.
Recommendationsgenerated by theBASIS
conferencewill help shape USAID’sfuture

focuson one of theglobal constraintsthat
structurethe BA S| Sresearch agenda. Joint
sponsorship for theeventswill bedevel oped
with key development organizations. Theend
result will beabook or aspecial issueof a
genera readershipjournd.

WITH A GOAL OF RURAL PROSPERITY for all,
the BASI Sresearch program consistently
ddiversfindingsto variouskey audiences
who together can help makethegoa a
reality throughout many regionsof the
developingworld. @

BASIS
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